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businesses (so-called ‘‘section 1071 bene-
fits’’).

My Administration has undertaken a com-
prehensive review of affirmative action pro-
grams, including certain aspects of the sec-
tion 1071 benefits. The Act has unfortunately
preempted the Administration’s ability to ex-
amine section 1071 in the context of this
comprehensive review.

I am also concerned that, in repealing sec-
tion 1071 benefits, a highly objectionable
provision was added to H.R. 831 in con-
ference. This provision will permit certain
pending applicants to receive section 1071
benefits, while denying them to other pend-
ing applicants. This is a perfect example of
where a President could use line-item veto
authority to weed out objectionable special
interest provisions. I urge the Congress to
appoint conferees and move forward expedi-
tiously with line-item veto legislation that
provides authority—this year—to eliminate
special interest tax and spending provisions.

Finally, I regret that the conferees on the
part of the House of Representatives ob-
jected to including in H.R. 831 a provision
that would have closed a tax loophole for the
wealthy. This provision, which was in the
Senate-passed version of the bill, closely re-
sembled a provision I proposed in my FY
1996 Budget. The provision would have pre-
vented wealthy Americans from avoiding
their U.S. tax obligations by renouncing their
citizenship.

Despite these concerns, I am signing H.R.
831 because of the very important benefits
this legislation will provide to our Nation’s
self-employed and their families.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 11, 1995.

NOTE: H.R. 831, approved April 11, was assigned
Public Law No. 103–7.

Remarks on Arrival at Lawson Army
Air Field in Fort Benning, Georgia
April 12, 1995

Thank you very much, Senator Nunn,
General Hendrix, Congressman Bishop,
Congressman Collins, Mayor Peters, distin-

guished Georgia State officials and members
of the legislature and local and county offi-
cials here. I am glad to be back in Georgia.
If I had known that there had been no Presi-
dent here since 1977, I would have come to
Fort Benning earlier. I’m glad to be here a
little late.

You know, when Senator Nunn was reeling
off all of the awards won by all the bases
in Georgia, I thought to myself, well, that’s
why Georgia never suffered from any of the
base closings. It had nothing to do with Sam
Nunn’s influence; it was all on the merits that
you did so well. [Laughter]

I do want to say a special word of thanks
to Senator Nunn for his leadership over so
many years in behalf of a strong American
military and especially for his counsel and
advice to me after I became President. Hav-
ing been a Governor, having never served
in the Congress before, it was especially in-
valuable to have the counsel of Sam Nunn
about matters of national security.

As I have said many times all across this
country, the mission we face today as a peo-
ple is to move into the 21st century, now
just 5 years away, still the strongest country
in the world, the world’s greatest force for
peace and freedom and democracy and still
the country with the American dream alive,
the dream that if you work hard and make
the most of your own life, you can live up
to your God-given capacities.

I believe that in this challenging but hope-
ful time we have to do a number of very
important tasks. We are up there now trying
to change the way Government works. We’ve
been working on that for 2 years, to make
it smaller and less bureaucratic but still able
to do the work of the people. We have to
create more economic opportunities for our
people, and we are working on that—over
6 million new jobs in the last 2 years.

We have to invest in the education and
training of our people. Much as the military
has done, we must do for all Americans and
not just when they’re young but throughout
their work lives to enable people to make
the most of their own lives. We know clearly
that in the 21st century, what you earn will
depend upon what you can learn. And we
know that the great divide in our country
today between those that are doing well and
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those that are struggling is often defined by
how much education they have and what
they still can learn.

And finally and still critically, we have to
strengthen our security at home and around
the world. At Fort Benning, you have done
a magnificent job of achieving that last goal.
You are fulfilling the mission that President
Roosevelt left to us.

In his last speech, which he did not live
to deliver, Franklin Roosevelt wrote these
words, ‘‘We have learned in the agony of war
that great power involves great responsibility.
We as Americans do not choose to deny our
responsibility.’’ I thank you, America’s sol-
diers, for upholding FDR’s last commitment.

General Hendrix gave me a brief rundown
of the commands based here, and I know
that you are all proud of your work. But let
me say a special word of thanks to those of
you who served in Somalia, to those of you
who went to Rwanda and saved so many lives
there, to those of you who responded so
quickly when Iraq made a move last fall to-
ward Kuwait’s border. When we sent you to
the Persian Gulf, Iraq withdrew. And I thank
you for that, and so do the people of Kuwait.

I have recently returned from Haiti, and
I want to say a special word of thanks to the
MP’s, the engineers, the medics, the army
civilians from this base who helped to give
the people of Haiti a second chance.

Ten days ago I saw dozens of hand-painted
signs all across Port-au-Prince with three
simple words: Thank you, America. They
were thanking you, Fort Benning. You did
something remarkable, something astonish-
ing, and something for which those people
and our people should all be very grateful.

I also want to congratulate you on repeat-
ing your award, the Commander in Chief’s
Army Community of Excellence Award. I
was kind of hoping my basketball team would
do that this year. [Laughter] And I know just
how hard it is to do. Are any of you planning
on going for a ‘‘three-peat,’’ I wonder? What
do you think? I want to say, I know you won
the last two awards with the help of someone
who won’t be around, and I’d like to espe-
cially acknowledge Sergeant Major Acebes,
who is retiring tomorrow after 30 years.
Could you stand up, sir? [Applause]

I know a lot about him: A Ranger, a Special
Forces soldier, a master parachutist. He’s
done it all. He’s also reputed to be the best
listener in the Army. He let his bulldog, Sis-
ter, even chew his ear off at one time.
[Laughter] See, the President finds out
things. [Laughter]

Ladies and gentlemen, even though we
have downsized the military dramatically,
and many of you have helped in that process
and it has been somewhat traumatic, I think
it is fair to say that no major organization
in the history of the United States has ever
gone through so much change so rapidly,
with such a high level of professionalism and
commitment and ultimate success. We still
have the best-trained, best-equipped, most
highly motivated, most effective military in
the world.

It is now important that we do whatever
we can and whatever we must to maintain
that strength. On Monday, I was pleased to
sign the defense supplemental appropria-
tions bill, which will give us more funds in
this fiscal year to maintain the readiness of
our forces.

Even as you have served as such a valuable
force for America’s security interests around
the world, I would like to close by thanking
you for being a valuable force for our long-
term security here at home. For so many of
you are role models to our young people, role
models to those who are discouraged, who
may want to quit, who may think that they
can’t make the most of their lives, who un-
derstand that they may have personal prob-
lems or be living in a country with big eco-
nomic problems that they don’t feel they can
overcome. All of you can make a difference.

And our security involves what we do here
at home as well as what we do beyond our
borders. We spent a lot of effort, the Con-
gress and I have, in the last 2 years, making
sure that we could reduce the Federal Gov-
ernment dramatically and give that money
back to our local communities to hire more
police officers and to take other steps to
make our streets safer. That’s a part of our
security, giving our people reward for work,
permitting them to take a little time off with-
out losing their jobs or giving them help in
providing health care. That’s a part of our
security.
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But doing something about the crime and
the violence and the still-rampant abuse of
drugs and alcohol among our young people,
that is also a part of our security. And I can-
not tell you how many places I go around
this country where young people, who are
despairing, who are confused, who don’t
know what they’re going to do with their
lives, at least look at you and know that if
they live by old-fashioned values and they
support the American way, they can succeed.
You are that to them.

So I ask you, never forget that your mission
in improving, enhancing, and protecting our
security, not only involves what you may be
called upon to do in distant places around
the world but what you may do every day
just walking down a street or speaking to a
child or standing tall so that people can see
that in this country if you do the right thing,
you can live a good life and be a great Amer-
ican.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12 noon. In his
remarks, he referred to Mayor Bobby Peters of
Columbus, GA; and Maj. Gen. John W. Hendrix,
Commanding General, and Sgt. Maj. William
Acebes, Command Sergeant Major, U.S. Army In-
fantry Center, Fort Benning.

Remarks Honoring Franklin D.
Roosevelt in Warm Springs, Georgia
April 12, 1995

Thank you very much. Governor Miller,
President Carter, other distinguished
honorees, Commissioner Tanner, Mr.
Barrett, Anne Roosevelt and members of
your family: Thank you so much for your
wonderful remarks. And Arthur Schlesinger,
thank you for yours. After the last three
speakers, I see I don’t have to worry about
whether what I am about to say would be
considered too political on this occasion.
[Laughter] I am delighted to be joined here
by two Members of Congress, Congressman
Collins and Congressman Bishop; many State
officials; and appropriately for this day, the
Social Security Administrator, Shirley
Chater. I thank the Morehouse Glee Club.
I couldn’t help thinking when I walked up
here and heard them singing that President

Roosevelt would have been happy to have
had the opportunity to walk down these lanes
and hear those melodic voices.

In the 50 years since Franklin Roosevelt
died in this house behind me, many things
have happened to our country. Many won-
derful things have changed life forever for
Americans and have enabled Americans to
change life forever for people all across our
planet. This is a time when we no longer
think in the terms that people thought in
then and perhaps a time when we cannot
feel about each other or our leaders the way
people felt then.

But I think it’s important just to take a
moment to remember that even though
Franklin Roosevelt was the architect of grand
designs, he touched Americans, tens of mil-
lions of them, in a very personal way. They
felt they knew him as their friend, their fa-
ther, their uncle. They felt that he was doing
all the things he was doing in Washington
to help them. He wanted them to keep their
farms and have their jobs, have the power
line run out by the house. He wanted them
to be able to have some security in their old
age and see their children come home in
peace from war.

In my home State of Arkansas, the per cap-
ita income of the people was barely half the
national average when Franklin Roosevelt
began his work. And when he came there
during the Depression, people were so poor
that when they were preparing for him to
come, there was literally not enough paint
to paint the houses along his route. And so
they all split the paint and painted the fronts
of their homes so at least the President could
see the effort they made. That’s the way peo-
ple felt.

My grandfather, who helped to raise me,
was a man with a grade school education in
a tiny southern hamlet who worked as a dirt
farmer, a small storekeeper, and for an ice
house back before we had refrigerators and
there really were ice boxes. He really thought
Franklin Roosevelt cared about whether he
had a job. And I never will forget the story
he told me during the Depression when he
came home—the only time in his life when
he was unable to buy my mother a new dress
for Easter, and he wept because he did not
have $2. He thought Franklin Roosevelt
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